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SERMON. 



Matt. 25 : 21. — ^His Lord said TJin:o him, well done, thou 

GOOD AND faithful SERVANT : THOU HAST BEEN FAITHFUL 
OVER A FEW THINGS, I WILL MAKE THEB RULER OVER If ANY 
THINGS : ENTER THOU INTO THE JOY OF THY LORD. 

There can be no room for reasonable doubt, that the parable 
of the talents, of which the text is a part, was designed to direct 
the attention of men to liie reckoning day, when the great Lord 
of all shall take account of men's lives, and shall reward the 
&ithful and punish the disobedient. If extraneous evidence is 
needed of the design of the parable, it is furnished in its con- 
nexion. It is immediately preceded by the parable of the vii^ 
gms, the design of which ^e Saviour indicates in the words : 
" Watch, for ye know neiiher the day nor the hour, wherem the 
Son of Man cometh." It is immediately followed by the enun- 
ciation — ^^ When the Son of Man shall come in his glory and all 
the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon ilie throne of his 
glory, and before him shall be gathered all nations ; and he shall 
separate them one firom another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats." 

The passage which has been recited, then, exUbiting men as 
the servants of Christ, the universal Lord, the termination of 
their earthly service and their reward, will not be regarded as 
fumishmg an inappropriate theme for our meditations on the 
present occasion. 



4 THE GOOD 8EBVANT 

1. It 18 implied in the text, that Christ has a service in which 
to emj^oj men in the present world. It is service in a great 
cause — ^none other than that of religion, the promoting of the 
gjory of the great Father and the glory of the Son of God, the 
building of the Christian church on the earth, and the effecting 
of human salvation. In this, his service the liord had need of 
the apostles ; and he employs xmnisters, and other officers and 
functionaries in his church, and professed Christians generally. 
He can advantageously make use of, and he demands the servi- 
ces of all xoen. He has a work to assign to every man, such as 
he sees bun fitted to perform ; a station for every one such as.he 
sees him adapted to fill — a service suited to the abilities, means, 
and circumstances of each. He can with profit employ the ser- 
vices of the rich and the poor, the learned and the unlearned, 
the young and the old^ of the least, and of tiiose that are most 
gifted. He says to every one of his disciples and to every man 
made acquainted with his gospel : ^^ go, work in my vineyard." 
His service, though not unattended with difficulties and self-denial 
and sorrows, is yet a kingly service, which angels would not 
disdaiiu 

2. Asin this world the Bedeemer has a service, so he has also 
good servants. Such ouj^t all men to be. In &ct, however, 
his servants, who are such of choice, are not the many, but the 
few-*«^^ a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people, that they should show forth the praises of him 
who hath called them out of darkness into his marvellous light" 
His truly good servants are rare among the professed children 
of li^, embracing in their number, by no means all, who claim to 
be regarded as his followers. But Christ has in this world servants 
whose meat and drink it is to do his will,Tdio live to do his work, 
noK suffer themselves, as days and years elapse, to be much in 
arrears in his service ; whom he denominates ^^ good and £uth- 
ful servants," saying to them often, while they are yet in theur 
work, what he will say at the end : ^^ well done." Their life is 
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at a great remove firom immorality and uni»rincipled worldliness 
and from sanctimonious Pharisaism ; they are good citizens and 
discharge well the duties of the domestic relations — ^they keep 
the Sabbadi holy^^the Scriptures are the guide of their feitii 
and practioe-^reli^on, to whose interests they are ever wakefiil, 
shines resplendent m all their life — ^tiiey deny themselves, and 
are in theur degree, as tiieir Great I£gh Priest was, ^^ holy^ 
harmless, undefined and separate from sinners." Fewer tears 
are shed, less sin exists, the world is better, the church is more 
prosperous, and more souls are saved as a consequence of their 
living. 

The church is designed to show forth the praises of God, 
chiefly, first, in promoting the good of believers themselves, and 
second^, in effecting the holiness of tiie unbelieving of mankind. 
These good servants are the leaven which ^ve to the church its 
discriminating properties, without which it would be utterly in- 
effectual, as to botii these ends. 

3. There is in the coming world a higher service, to which 
the fsitiiful, their earthly labors ended, are assigned, which ser- 
vice is connected with, and is in its essential nature, joyous re- 
ward. The work of Christ below is performed, not by one set 
of servants continuing perpetually in the service, but by a suc- 
cession of servants, (me set of whom quickly g^ve place to anoth- 
er. The whole design and operation of sickness and death are 
centaury in relation to the wicked and the good ; but the exter- 
nal things are the same — ^good men and wicked men are alike 
subject to death. Of the &ithful as of tiie unfaithful, some 
continue for a longer, and some for a shorter time ; but none 
continue long. We have to exclaim often : ^^ Help, Lord, for 
tiie godly man ceaseth, for the faithful M from among the chil- 
dren of men." The time quickly lurrives, when the faithful ser- 
vant of Christ, who may have been foremost in every good 
ymk with us, is no more among us ; when he counsels, warns, 
invites, i»niys, and exhibits lumself in holy activity witii us no 
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longer. But he breaks away from earth only that he may fly 
to Heaven ; and leaves service in one sphere, only to engage in 
service in another. ^^ Thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many tiungs." He is still a servant 
of the same Lord, appointed to a higher service. Disnussal, in 
die view of the faithful servant, would be the greatest of calam- 
ities ; and his death is not dismissal, but promotion. ^' Friend, 
go up higher." With discretion the Lord of the fisdthful fails 
not to give promotion in the present life ; but he gives not such 
promotion on eartii, as iimt to which the faithful find themselves 
advanced, when they are removed to serve their Redeemer per- 
fectly and forever in Heaven. Earthly promotion sometimes 
secures exemption from the estrone but necessary hardships of 
previous service ; but more often increase of honor and advance- 
ment in station, are increase of perplexity and toil. The ser- 
vice of the Redeemer above involves no sorrows nor burdens. 
Its nature and circumstances render it entirely blissful ; so that 
entering into it is entering *' into the joy of the Lord." 

Other truths equally important may be involved in the pas- 
sage of the word of God which has suggested the preceding 
statements. These seem to be implied in the text and to be 
appropriate to the occasion on which we are convened. 

The subject and the occasion, conspiring, call upon us most 
impressively to admire the power and grace of the Redeemer, 
who has undertaken such a work, as he is carrying forward in 
this wcnid ; who prepares for himself good and faithful servants 
to be his agents in effecting it ; and condescends thus to reward 
them at the end of their earthly service. 

Not delaying to dwell on the beneficence of the work, or to 
speak of what the accomplishment of it required of the Son of 
God in his own person, as revealed to us in his becoming a man 
of sorrows, in his life among men and in the suffering scene 
when he hung on the cross ; it is obvious, as to the good and 
faithful servants he employs, that they are such not by nature. 
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The Redeemer provides servants for hiinselfy and fits them for 
his work. He has (me only method of doing thist-^that of caus* 
ing the gospel of his grace to obtain a conquest over ilieir hearts* 
He e£fects a transfonnation of their souls, whereby their mem*- 
bers, which before were servants of ^^ iniquitjr unto iniqid^' 
are yielded to God as '' servants of righteousness unto holiness," 
In this work of Christ in preparing for himself faithful servants^ 
there is abounding mercy boih towards the individuals thus pre- 
pared, and towards others whom their service is destined to in- 



Sometimes the Lord of Zion, at once, raises up for lumself 
many servants. Scmietimes in subduing to himself a sin^ 
individual, he prepares the way for many thousands of souls to 
]k benefitted, and for his church to enjoy increase of prosperity 
through the period of the natural life of successive generations 
of its members. What a work of mercy to the mdividaal and 
to mankind was the interposition of the Divine hand, m conse* 
quence of which, Saul, the persecutor became Paul, tiie apostie 1 
What a mercy to the world wad the conquest of the gospel over 
the heart of Luther! Ages to come will appreciate, peihaps^ 
better than we do, the extent of the mercy manifested towards 
mankind in the conversion of Jonathan Edwards ; and as re* 
spects successive generations of the inhabitants of this places it 
is impossible to estimate the debt of gratitude owed to God fiw 
spiritual renovation in a single instance in an adjoining State^ 
the effect of which pervaded every part of this town, during the 
forty years ministry of the venerable Gihnan. 

Fifty-seven years ago, the coming month of March, thi9 
diurch had existed sixty years ; one and a fraction years more 
than half the period of its existence at the present tune/ The 
inc^dual last named had been its pastor twenty-one years. As 
had been his occa^onal practice before, he appointed a week- 
day religious service in . the north-westerly part of the town. 
The service vfas for the afternoon, but that be might have op* 
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portamty to call upon the faxmlies of pariBhioners living in that 
section, he rode from his home to the yicinity of the place of Uie 
Uppomted service, m the early part of the day. On his way he 
necessarily passed a dwelling, iine proprietor of which was then 
in early manhood, b^g abont 27 years of age« The veneraUe 
pastor passed wiHiont callmg ; bat as he rode dowfy along, he 
wai seen by the owner of this dwelling ; and tiie reli^ous ser- 
iriice havmg been annotmced paMicly on the preceding Sabbath, 
<lie object of his pascdng was understood. The individual who 
noticed him, not with a heart of persecution like that of Saul of 
Tarsus when he set out to go to Damascus, yet with a mind, 
perha|)e, less than his, impressed wiili divine ihings ; bi^ aa 
Ettle as he, anticipating <^ the end of tiie Lord i^ jmnnpted 
(diiefly by an inclination to enjoy a season of relaxation, in com* 
pany mtii his wife, followed on after the mmister, and, at ike 
i4>pointed time, tiiey were among his assembled auditors. 

Wh^ that assembly had met, (I know iaot ihe extent of it, 
though I have been told it embraced nearly all who dwelt in the 
vicinity, together with many from other parts of the town,) the 
time had come, fixed upon in tlie counsels of tlie Btemal, to 
e<Hnmence a work, a greater blessing in its fruits, to the inhab- 
itants of this town, than they had ever before received. From 
that tame that pastor, sound in Que fiedtli, excellent in character 
and example, and able and &ithfal in his labors, as he had pre- 
vioosly been, was discoveraUy a man of increased spirituality 
and fidelity. Vtom that tame down throu^ the lapse of many 
years, and we would hq)e, in a degree, down to the present 
inne, the diurch e^bited a piety inwardly and outwardly 
tvansfonaiung, prayerfiil, energetic and enterprisng, such as it 
never befin^ existed, nor possessed, Hak it should exhibit it. 
Then, the churdi waa greatly increased in numbers ; and ti^n 
there were added members who would have been great blessinga 
to any diureh. A ebmrt tame bef<Mre, as an aartepast to tins 
g^t Uesong, a fiw were added by e^venden. AjcnCDg them 
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was the elder brother of the beloved man, whose removal we to- 
day mourn, the grace of God, as manifested in whose ever 
watchful, active and benevolent, subsequent life, was set forth, 
at the time of his death, by my respected predecessor in the pas- 
toral office, who, I am sure, Imows not at this moment, whetiier 
tkt that time he had more cause to feel himself stricken, than 
tia successor has to-day. Among the large number gathered 
in connexion with the work of grace of which I now speak, was 
toother officer in the church, a man of more than ordinary 
worth, of a friendly spirit, in whom the^temporally and the spir- 
itually afficted had ever a friend ; and whose concern for our 
prosperity, and identity of feeling with us, notwithstanding that 
k few of his last years were spent at a short distance from us> 
continued unabated till the day of his death. Among them 
were founders, officers, and useful members of the sister church- 
es, which, in later years, have grown up within the limits of the 
ancient town. 

But I return to that assembly, and to the individual who had, 
ds by accident and without knowing for what, found his way to 
it. The text was the words of Agrippa to the Aposfle : " Al- 
most thou persuadest me to be a Christian." The preaching of Jhe 
servant of Grod was with an unwonted energy and interest and 
compassion for souls ; as was also his subsequent conversation in 
a private house, to which most of his hearers repaired, thattiiey 
might gather around him and listen further to his words. Sut 
there was, a power present, which was not in the message, nor 
in him who deUvered it. As was the fact in relation to per- 
haps a half score of others, that young man went to the 
place of worship, a thoughtiess sinner — ^he left it convicted, a 
truly awakened sinner ; and in a short time, he became, past all 
doubt, a converted man. 

For several days and weeks subsequent to the day of which 
I have spoken, his head hung do^vn like a bulrush — ^the iniqui^'. 
ties of Ua heart were revealed to him — ^the law of God thun- 
2 
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dered its denunciations in his ears. The son of Christian par- 
ents, descended from a long line of ancestry distinguished for 
I»ety, devoted to Grod in his infancy and religiously trained, he 
had before been the subject of occasional and temporary awaken- 
ing? to his spiritual mterests; but now ^'the commandment 
eame, and he died." In piteous tones he cried, " what shall I 
do V* He was pierced to the heart — ^the struggle was severe 
and somewhat protracted. He was driven from all human de- 
pendence and made to see that no arm, but God'Sj could help 
him, and that on the interposition of that arm to save him, he 
had no claims. It was not till some time after he obtained re- 
lief from the agony of his distress, that he was enabled to exer- 
cise a settled trust m the mercy of God, through Christ, which 
never after failed him. 

Immediately afl;er this comfortable settlement of his imnd, 
June 5, 1T91, Jacob Mitchell, the third of that name m the 
church, with his wife, and six others, were received to ftdl com- 
munioiu What views andr anticipations were then indulged, I 
do not know, hut that the accession of that day was a great 
Ues^^ to the church and to the community, we can now have 
no doubt. 

In the year 1796, the Hon. David Mtchell, father of Jacob,, 
who had sustained the office of Deacon in the church for twenty- 
six years, was removed by death. Two months after that event, 
when he was thirty-two years of age, Jacob Mitchell was elect-r 
ed to fin the office made vacant, and with him was associated, 
by a vote of the church of the same date, the Hon. John Lewis* 
This office Deacon Mitchell has filled uninterruptedly nearly 
fifty-two years; a longer period than any other individual has 
served the church, in that office, with a single exception in the 
case of Dea. Jonas Mason, whose term of service was about 
sixty-three years. In the manner that I have indicated the 
Lord of the church prepared for himself such a servant, as we 
have known m the person of Deacon Mitchell. Had be not 
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l)Ben truly bom of the Spirit, he nught, or nught not, have 
become united with the church ; but almost all the precious 
things that now naturally and principally present themselves to 
<iur minds, when his name is pronounced, would liave been a 
blank. 

Similarly situated m this respect, with the greater part of 
those who hear me, many of whom h^ve had an acquaintance 
with him, commencing at a much earlier date, than mine, I 
never knew Deacon Mitchell, when he did not profess, and 
I flouT)t not, possess, piety. I can readily admit, however, that 
tiie *God of nature and pro^dence, dealt liberally towards him. 
He had a comely and majestic person. He had a voice which 
fitted hun eminently to speak in the largest assemblies. He en- 
joyed opportunities for acquiring a good common education and 
for mtercourse with men of knowledge and excellence, which 
gave Imn liberality and expansion of views. He was naturally 
affitble, cheerful, generous, smcere and magnanimous. I can 
understand, that without grace, he possessed a self-respect and a 
sense of honor, which would have kept him from what is vicious 
or ignoble ; and that if he had not become a subject of Christ's 
spiritual kingdom, he might have been a favorite mQx his fel- 
low townsmen ; and have been honored with more or Jefts of the 
civil trusts to which they have, from time to 6me, not less to 
their advantage than his credit, appointed him. Possibly, he 
might have presided in many of your public assemblies, have 
been a justice much confided in and sought unto for his services ; 
he might have been the town's representative in the Legislature 
of this, and of the parent State — you might have been indebted 
to his perseverance and sagacity, as you now are, principally, 
for the endowment of your Public Literary Institiliion. He 
might have been the early friend of Temperance, and the first 
President of the fiirst Temperance Society in town. He would 
have served and honored you, however not as he has done in 
any of these particulars — ^he would not have been entrusted, as 
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he has been, by men of all religious and political ereods, uriih 
a vast amount of confidential business ; and in short he would 
not have been the Deacon IVCtchell that we have known. 

That we are indebted for what Dea. M. has been to nothwg 
less than the grace of God in imparting to him a divine life, and 
in connexion with appropriate means, sustaining and maturing 
that life, will be more apparent, if I may be allowed jstill to pro- 
ceed, and, not inform my hearers, for they need not informatioB,^ 
but consider over with them, some of the traits of his character. 
Having in mind what a servant of Christ he has been among 
us, we shall be satisfied that he could have been, what he was, 
only by the power of Divine grace. He has exhibited lumself,^ 
as a good and faithful servant of his Master. 

He was Christ's servant exchmvely. By this, I do not mean, 
that he never deviated firom duty to Christ, but that subjection 
to Christ was with him a matter of aim and principle, and gea- 
eral habit. Having taken on him Christ's yoke, ho cast off 
every other yoke. Having become his Lord's, he was no longer 
his own, no more a servant of the world, or of any man or body 
of men m the world. Of few can it be ssdd with more truth than 
of him, he was not one of those who attempt to unite the ser- 
vice of God and mammon, to secure the rewards of reli^on, 
and live a life devoted to worldly gain or pleasure. The \xsk- 
guage of hia life has been " Lord, I am thy servant, I am thy 
servant, the son of thy handmaid, thou hast loosed my bonds.'' 
Few things distressed him more than to see any professing re- 
li^on, and yet discovering that sin was as grateful to them as 
ever, and the ways of holmess as undesirable and irksome as be- 
fore- With what concern did ho look forward to the day, when 
the confidence of such will be rebuked, and their hop^s break 
up.der them. He could not be among their number. 

He was not particular as to the kind of sermee which his 
Lord should assign him. He was a servant that yielded ungainr 
saying obedience to instructions : " Lord^ I am thy servant, give 
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aie undmitatiidiDg." An onderstancUng of his Lord's will was 
enoii|^ to secure his obedience. He sought not a service that 
would exone^te Imn from burdensome labors, that would minis- 
ter to yanit^) or that would secure him from the reproaches of 
unreasoi^le men. Often, very often, has he been called to the 
dischar^ Qf duties, to avoid which, common men might have 
l^een tempted, like the Prophet Jonah, to attempt to flee from 
the presence of the Lord. But when was he known to decline 
f^j service, however unpleasant or painful, to wluch his Lord 
plainly called him ! What an amount of such service has he 
actually performed, and how well has he performed it 1 But 
staying that he refused no service to which duty called him, is 
not saying enough. 

As M was. assured of the eoncelUnce and goodness of Ijie 
CAys^ and service qf Christ j he was also assured of the tris- 
dom arkd goodness qf the methods divinely prescribed for ad- 
vcmcing the Medeemer^s kingdom. He was a servant that de- 
lighted in laboring for his Lord in his Lord's own methods. He 
approved and loved those methods, as certainly the best. His 
Lord had said : ^' Search the Scriptures ;" and he was not one 
to doubt the propriety of the direction or neglect the duty. His 
Lord had said : ^^ Enter into thy closet, and when &ou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret ;" and 
thou^ I never heard him or any of his immediate family speak 
of it, I have the means of knowing of a room visited by him 
daily, when he was young and when he was old, in; the. h^t of 
summeir and in the cold of winter, to the injbercessioijis offered in 
wUch, it is believed, we are indebted for many Uesdi^gp*. His 
Lord Hd said: ^' The pronuse is to you and to youjc children," 
and he approved of Household consecration. He believed that 
the ^Ifts apd Qalli^g of God ajre krevocaj)le, and had great com 
fort io, Actij^g on the principle that the God of Abirahaw and his 
sged, i^ the. God of believers and of thek chiMire)) in every gen- 
q^atiQd* He. regaiided &ithful imi^ i^^m, a$ sc distiagoishied 



14 THE GOOD SERVANT 

and divmely appointed method of preserving the fear of Cl 
the world, and of reviving it. He loved the church of 
Nothing could alienate his afiFection from it, or make him 
ferent to its purity and increase. It is probable tliat no 
member, whether of the living or of the departed, Ims perfcK 
as much active service m the necessary discipline of the ehi 
as he has done. His Lord had spoken of Lib way as in 
sanctuary, and he loved the habitation of God's house, 
appreciated the necessity and value of the Christian Sabl^ 
and of public worship. The support of the institutions of relig-^ 
ion were with him not a burden. Till within a year or two past,' 
since the infirmities of age have rendered constant attendance ' 
impossible, he was seldom absent &om the Sabbath assembly. 
He has been among the foremost of those who on week days, as 
well as on the Sabbath, take heed to the precept : " Forsake not 
the assembling of yourselves together." Associated eflForts for 
tiie evangelization of the world had their commencement in this 
comitry in his day, and of the interest he felt and the part he 
has taken m these, it is not necessary that I should speak. Of 
the Sabbath School he was for many years, till his strength 
failed, the &ithful and laborious Superintendent. It may be 
said that in the particulars just named there is notiiing distin- 
guishing, as they are iMngs in respect to which all professors of 
religion are alike. If it be intended, that they are things in 
reference to which there ought to be agreement, it is readily 
admitted, but if it is meant that they are things in reference to 
which all who profess religion do exhibit themselves desirably, 
the fact is mournfully otherwise. And as they are things which 
specially reveal the spirit, and in connection with which excel- 
lence of eicample, beauty of character and usefdlness of life, 
aar^ ^lunentiy determined, I feel fully justified in the references 
made to them. It is matter for just commendation of the ser- 
vant, that be loves to serve his Lord, in his appointed methods — 
that be is apt to thi^, that no other methods are so wise and so 
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good, a^ those ivhicli his Master has prescribed. They only aro 
certainly useful, who devote their main energies to serving in 
ways in which they know the Captahi of their Salvation leads. 

J^ea. MttcTiell wm concerned for his Lord^s honor and inr 
terestj and made them his own. I believe, that truth will justify 
me, and Umt the convictions of those who have known him, will 
Bustaui me, in Ba}iiig, that he preferred Jerusalem above his 
<5hief joy — ^tbat the honor of Christ, the prosperity of the 
church and the salvation of souls, employed more of his thou^ts, 
engrossed more of his concern, and were more the end of \m 
Kfe, than any interests of his own. 

He was a disinterested servant. Others may, but I do not, 
for the space of more than nineteen years, recollect a single m- 
Btance of an act or a word, in which he appeared to have ike re- 
motest thought of his own personal exaltation. But he was ever 
watchful of his Master's honor. In this he manifested the real- 
ity of his discipleship. " It is when the head, or heart are 
struck, that every member feels its membership." 

He was never weary of serving his Divine Master. Not- 
withstanding that onerous labors have devolved upon him, fre- 
quently with few to assist Irim, his spirit never tired in the ser- 
vice.' He was thankful for encouragements, rejoiced in the 
prosperity of Zion, and exulted in the growing graces and 
awakening sensibilities of Christians and in the conversion of 
sinners, but the absence of apparent success had no perceptible 
eflFect m slackening the work of his " diligent hand.'* 

It was his lot, during all but about five years at the com- 
mencement of his Christian course, to be an officer in the church ; 
and he " used the office of a Deacon well," and in it " purchased • 
to himself a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which 
is in Christ Jesus." 

All will testify of hhn that he was not " double tongued, not 
ffven to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre ;" and that he 
" held the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience." The cheer' 
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fulness approaching even to gaiety, which he sometimes extibitecT, 
Iras not of a kind, nor was it indulged in a degree, to render it 
inconsistent with " gravity,'* while it was probably oiie attiong 
other qualities which gave him his acknowledged powet otet the 
young, a pcrwer which they always well understood he Wfi» fnord 
nnxioas to employ for flieir permanent and spiritual benefit, thail 
for their temporary entertainment. He was " a lover of hoftpl* 
telity, a lover of good men." He had " a good report of thenl 
ttiat are without.*' The office he filled is one of great responsi- 
bility, and they who discharge Vrell thd duties which, ih Ne^ 
England, have generally been considered, as pertaining to it, lay 
the church and the ministry under lasting obligations. He un- 
derstood the design of the office, and, I can Say in dnceriiy, 
that 1 never knew the man, who appeared td me to mo, it&ni 
ttttiformly and faithfully to discharge its dtMeS. fie was to ex- 
ample, such as we do not often witness, of fidelity m the station 
he occupied, and of the great amount of good that otie may, 
with the divine blessing, accomplish in it, though possessed of nO 
very esctraordinary natural attributes for uscfidness. Such, I 
have^ personal knowledge, was the opinion entertained of him by 
a large numbet of Christians withm the circle of his acquaintr 
toce abroad, and such tiie opinion of his brethren who have 
kftown him more intimately, at home. Whether the church will 
ever again secure one who shall serve in this station, at the 
smne time, da faithfully and as long, is matter of uncertainty. 
The object is worthy to call forth their fervent prayers to the 
God who prepared and gave them this servant, and is able to 
prepare and give them another, to fill his place, made vacant. 
Dea. BCtcheH was a sympatiusmg and generous fellow-servant. 
I doubt not the readiness at all times of the lay Officers and 
brethren, witii whom he has been associated, to Bear this testi- 
mony of lum. He was elected to his office prior to his brother. 
Dr. A. R. Mtchell, yet as the latter was the elder brother, and' 
one whom he much esteemed, and as hutidlity was characterise 
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tic of him, from ibe accession of his brother to the same office, 
till his death, he of choice gave to him the pre-eminence, not 
however surrendering his independence or neglecting his own 
duties. He has been associated with six pastors, and I venture 
the affirmation, that iii&re never was a day nor a moment, when 
any one (^ them was not assured of his 8teadfiEU3t friendship, and 
has readmees at all hazards to himself, to afford him to the ui- 
most of his ability, any support that a minister can expect, widi, 
or consent to receive, from a member of his flock. It is not in- 
tended that he has always been of the same views witii ihem^<«- 
that he has never regretted things Uiey may have done, and de- 
sired what he has not always found in them. The fax^t is oih^^ 
wise ; and (m this account he is to be respected not the less, but 
the mora. But I should do him injustice, did I not say, that he 
was, to his credit for amiableness, to his own comfort and edifi- 
oaticoi, and to the increase of his usefulness, apt to be satisfied, 
to be pleaded with his ministers, as he was with his Master and 
theirs. 

He exhibited no traits of character, and indulged in no hab- 
its, which materially impaired his good influcqice. Tlus tribute 
to his worth, among the last to be mentioned, is not amcmg the 
least Some servants have more talents ^itmsted to them, than 
he had* Some may employ a part of them in as trust-wortiiy a 
manaer ; but few employ all their talents as fiiithfully and con- 
tinually as he did, in his Lord's service ; and, at ihe same time, 
eidiiUit themselves in so few respects to his dishonor, or the det- 
riment of his interests. As to fiBkults, I should be as free to speak 
of tliem asof his ezcelleneies ; but ijinless others know of hin(i 
what my acquaintance with him has never revealed, it would be 
a labor to search out, and present glaring &iilts, in such a man- 
ner that they would really appear to have belonged to him. 
fiome mi^y have ihou^t him a subject of prejudices of undue 
Bteength. He was firmly established in the b^f of the truth 
ioftbe religions views wHch be oarly embraced^ and which he 
3 
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beUeyed that the Scriptures sustain. Judging correctly^ or otlh 
erwise, he was strongly persuaded of the correctness of hk polit- 
ical opinions ; and his personal attachments were not pUegmatie 
— but all win accord to him honesfy of views ; and few, I tiunk, 
on refiection, would charge him with havix^ been bigoted, opin- 
iixiatiye, narrow-minded or capricious. If he was particularly 
interested in the prosperity of hi» own denouinatiMi, which be- 
came him, he was interested m the wh(de fiBonily of the faithful, 
which also became him. K he was a very good and devoted 
member of hifr own> particular church and congregation, he was 
a good citizen of the town and of his country. He gave p^haps 
as much evidence, as any have done, among us, that his benei^ 
olence embraced all mankind. Age, like childhood, is apt to be 
eafdly influenced. Probably he was not entirely an exception, 
in this respect, to the general law. Yet, to tiie last, he dould 
not be very ^undesirably influenced ; or if, for the moment, any 
undue ascendency over him seemed to be obtained, his mind,, 
like the needle to its pole, dbi^ctfy reverted to its proper por- 
tion. I do not however claim ior him pevfection, nor any thing 
nearly approaching it, whether in heart or in life. £Ba Master 
is perfect — he was not. And thi» leada me to say, 

Thski he daily felt and acknowledged that he was an uniHcofi#> 
able servant. It was ever his feding that he served Ids IJord, 
but in a very poor and imperfect manner. JSe regard^ him- 
self in mental endowments as exceeded by other brethren in the 
church ; and hence, instead of desiring that the hai^ds of others 
should be tied, he rejoiced to have what he regarded as the sur 
perior abilities of others put in requifiati<Hi, and did all in his 
power to bring tiiem into activity. He had more comfJac^iey 
m the servbes of brethren, than in his own. He knew and feU 
that as God has more delight in the feeblest upright desire of 
the heart, than in the most splendid ext^mal duties ; so he sees 
&r more of sinfulness in the deceitful workings of the heart, 
than in palpably defective services. He had views of the awfut 
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of divine parity incompaiible witii otibier tiban depressed 
xiews of hixiself. EBs views of the holinefts of the Divine Being, 
aafl of Ae exceeding impurity of aQ flesh, inparted a solemnity 
to his performances, which rendered his prayers and exhortations 
engaging and impreftdve, notwithstanding that in the matter of 
tiiem, there might be considerable of sameness. These views 
continued and were heightened to the last. 

After it became i^parent to him, that his end was approach- 
ing, he often said te such as visited him, diat it was a much 
more solemn thing to appear before an infinitely holy God, than 
oven Christians are wont generally to suppose. He declared 
tiiat he had no hope of salvation, except as he boped that he was 
m Ohrist. On titie foundation of the Redeemer's blood and 
righteousness, however, he did rest with a confidence unshaken, 
80 that his laBt days were marked with serenity and peace. I 
never saw distress depicted on his counijenance, during his sick- 
ness, except in a mn^e instance, when, for the purpose of draw- 
ing out an «xpr^»ion of his views, it was suggested to him, that 
he had, during his life, been called to perform many painful and 
self-den^g tluties — ^the suggestion seemed to give him pain — 
he was silent for some time, but at length uttered a lamentation 
tkat he had not dene more to honor his Saviour and benefit the 
soub of men. 

It is no>t to utter the whole truth, to say tiiat he had peace in his 
latter end. While exceedingly solemn, he exulted in view of the 
exceeding weight of glory to which he trusted that he was near. 
In hk life-time, his behavior did not proclaim, as tiuit of some 
professors shamefully does, that ^' there is nothing in the gospel 
j«tt and excellent enou^ to secure attachment ; that there is 
nothing in the salvation of immortal beings, or in the glory of 
tiie Redeemer's kingdom, that can fill desires, and recompense 
labors ; that it is insufficient for the disciple to enjoy the appro^ 
baticm of his Lord, and receive from his hand a crown of unfad- 
ing gbry ; that it is necessary to go to the world for satisfae- 
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tion, or for that which shall make ap for a deficiency of Ghriet's 
rewards." During his service, his Master's approbation, the 
Christian's pleasures and {he believer's hopes satisfied him. 
And, when he came to feel hitoself nigh to the rewards of grace, 
in the world of rewards, it was alnuxst too much for his powers — 
especially was such the fact, when he thoi]^t by whose suffer- 
ings, and by what sufierings of His, thes^ rewards became the 
pol^ession of those who deserve a difier^it portion. A rapid and 
particular rehe£M*sal of the gteps in the patii Hie sufiering Be^ 
deemer trod, which he made a short time before his death, I 
dannot pretend to repeat, but it will probably never be forgotten 
by any who had the privilege of listening to it, fix)m his Spc. 

This servant has performed, to its completion, his earthly ser- 
)dce. His Lord has come ; we doubt not aaid to him: " Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant ; " and removed him hence. 
He IS promoted — ^he has his reward. He has reached a marked 
and glorious era in his existence. One more era awaits him : e«- 
9ewtiaUy hjq)py now, when the body which, ti>day, wie deport 
in its quiet resting-*place, and which whileit rests there, is uni- 
ted to Christ, shall break from its cerements, be raosed m glory^ 
and restored to the spirit, by which it has been inhabited ; and 
when there sliall be the gathering together of aH tiie dect, and 
the making up of all the faithM in the church triumjdiant, then 
shall his complemental happiness also be iull ; and thence&rth 
iliere shall be nothing but continued progress in holiness and 
bli£», through infinite duration. 

We cannot but be impressed with a sense of the vahie tiwdnp^ 
kuned revivals of religion — ^the hiq)ortance of the conv^on of ik 
ibn^e ^nner— of tiie benefits the church may derive from ike 
accession ol but one to the number of its members, oi tiie desira- 
bleness of conversion in early life, of the wisdom of the profess* 
or of reU^on who, having put his hand to the plough, looks not 
back ; and of t&e amazing grace of God through Jesus Christ to 
a world of apostate, dying men. 
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Let her who has been a faithful wife, be assured of the sym- 
pathy of this church and this community — and of the continued 
regard which they will not fail to cherish for her happiness, who 
so assiduously devoted herself to the comfort of one, whom they 
have had so much cause to respect and love. 

Let the children adore the grace of God which mclined their 
revered parent to choose the God of his fathers for his God, and 
to serve him witii a perfect heart and a willing mind, and im- 
plore tiie like grace for themselves. 

Let the members of this church, now sustaining accumulated 
respooaibilitiea, gird themselves for increased labors, and put 
their trust in tiie Redeemer who ever lives, and has resources in 
himself by which he can make " the vine to flourish and tiie 
pcttnegranate to bud." Our hearts are £ajnt when we think of 
the looseB we have sustained, and of others which we must ex-: 
pect. But vakable members yet remain, and God is able to 
prepare many to be " golden vessels for the Master's use," in 
Ijme and in eternity. ^^Gontinue in prayer, and watch in the 
same wUh thanksgiving." ^' Be perfect, be of good comfort, 
be of one mind, live in peace, and ihe God of love and peace 
shall be with you." 

]jet the inhabitants of the town not forget Ht^t piety is the 
only salt of human society. 

• And having before us the Kfe, the death, and the rewards of 
a servant of Christy be it the chief concern of all to become fitted 
by divide grace to participate in the eternal feUciti^ of the 

" Onr dying firiendfl come o'er os lite • cloud. 
To dMkip oar brainleai ai!d««n ; and ftbate 
•Tbafc glare of li&, widcli oftea bUiMja the niae. 

* • • • • Smitten friends 
Are an^lfl, sent on errands Aill of Iot^, 
For vat they langvdi^, and ibr va they die. 
Sliall we disdain their silent, soft address ; 
Their posthmnois advice, and pima pvaytr? 
. Sf nselesp, as jierd^ that gra«e their haUoved graree, 
Tread under foot their agonies and groans; 
FrastrMe tiiehr angvish, and destroy their dealChs?'* 
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It is not known, that a very particular account of the work of Divine grace 
alluded to in the Diacourse, has ever been publiahed. Rev. Fbahcib BnovrVp 
immediate succeaaor of Mr. Gilman, in a Mahnacript History of the church, 
drawn up bj him in the year 1812, thus speaks of it : " The year 1791 is the 
most memorable in the religious annals of North Yarmouth. During the year 
there was a truly wonderful revival of religion, a revival which, with respect to 
all its circumstances, had not then, and probably has not since been equalled 
in the District of Maine. The whole town felt that God indeed was present* 
Opposition dared not show itself ; and all seemed to make the anxious inquiry, 
what shall I do to be saved ?" 

However decided the above quoted declaration as to the character of this work, 
it was made by one who was in circumstances favorable to the fermation of a 
just judgment in the case, and by one than whom none could, with less rea* 
son, be suspected of a tendency to exaggeration. 

After the Lecture that has been noticed, Mr. Gilman commenced visiting from 
bouse to house, conversing with all whom he met — a kind of service for which 
he had before considered himself naturally disqualified. The Deacons, partieu*^ 
larly Dea. John Southworth, engaged extenuvely in a like employment. The 
seriousness became daily more general. Inviting the aid of neighboring mini»- 
ters, the church devoted a day to fasting and prayer for the continuance and 
increase of Divme influences. The house of worship, one of the largest in the 
region, was, on the Sabbath, soon thronged to overflowing. « No space which 
could receive one standing, either in the aisles, or about the windows without, 
was left unoccupied. Lectures held in different districts of the town, on week 
days, were also crowded. For the accommodation of greater num^n than 
could otherwise be convened, these were sometimes held in bams, ** when every 
beam and brace capable of lodging a man would be occupied for this purpooe." . 
In almost every house more or less were awakened, and in the language of an 
actor in the scene, *< it did seem as if the whole town would become Christians." 
From May, 1791, to October of the year following, one hundred and thhty 
were added to the church. They were generally under thirty years of age; 
and as to married people, the husband and wife were, for the most part, together 
made the monuments of saving grace. 

The instructive preaching of Mr. Gilman, who had for more than twenty 
years been casting abroad the good seed of the word of God, prepared the way 
for this revival, with the least exposure to dangers incident to periods of uausnal 
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excitement. Theie initractions were contiaaed while the weik was in prog^ 
resf. This will be manifest from an inspection of the texts, a specimen of 
which I furnish from a Journal kept bj Hon. John Lewis. Sabbath, March 
27th, 1st Peter, 2 : 10, and Matth. 12 : 20. April 3d, 1st Peter, 2 : 11. April 
I0th« Ps. 180 : 4, and Isa. 12 : 8. April 17th, Jer. 50 : 5, and Jer. 3 : 22. 
May 1st, MaUh. 5 : 17, 18, and John 13 : 14; and May 22d, Acts 11 : 21, and 
Acts 13 : 88, 39. In June, Mr. Gilman was, for two or three weeks, neces- 
sarily absent from home. His place was supplied by other ministers, particu- 
larly the Rev. Ezekiel Emerson of Georgetown, a servant of Christ, at that day, 
whM^ praise was in the churches. His labors were blessed to the awaken* 
ing of many, as were also sermons of Edwards and others that were read at 
social meetings. , 

While, of the subjects of this work, all did not in subsequent life exhibh 
themselves equally well, and a few made shipwreck of faith, most adorned the 
Christian profession, many of them for a long series of years. There have 
been divisions of views and interest in the territory of the ancient town, some- 
times attended with considerable asperity of feeling; but by no serious people, 
to my knowledge, has the genuineness or value of this work of God^s power 
been questioned. 

Treating of the revivals of religion with which New England was blessed 
near the close of the last century. Dr. Ebenezer Porter discriminates between 
impressions and convictions. '* Ministers who were skilful as guides to inquir- 
ing sinners, deemed it of vital importance to keep the above distinction promi- 
nent in all their instructions and encouragements; whereas men of impetuous 
tampers and little experience often treated anxiety in different sinners, as amount- 
ing to just the ' same thing as conviction of guilt; and thus attempted to apply 
the remedy of the gospel to hearts that had never been wounded for sin." Mr. 
Gilman was one to be reckoned with the former, and not the latter sort of min- 
isters, and the consequences were, as might have been anticipated. The first 
exhibition of seriousness was indeed, generally apprehension of danger from the 
Divine wrath; but this, in most cases, was soon succeeded '* and over-balanced 
by increasing discoveries of guilt and of the obstinate depravity of the heart — 
attended in many instances, with a consciousness of dreadful heart-risings 
against God and his government; till the convicted saw and felt that the law was 
right, that hell was their proper place, and their mouths were shut, and their 
complaints at an end." 

The work being of the character indicated, the subjects of it, as a general 
thing, could never be made to doubt the truth of the doctrines' of the gospel; 
and many of them were in afier-time well qualified to counsel and aid their 
fellow beings in every variety of condition as to theur spiritual concerns. They 
spake that they did know. 

As the greater number were parents of young families, some of which be- 
came very nnmeronsy and, at that period, the head of a family viewed himself 
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as occupying a station of vast and solemn responsibility ; it is f apposed that, 
while the influence of no generation of parents, in the town, has been better 
than theirs, that of none has been more prolonged. Will the influence of the ex- 
isting generation of fathers and mothers, be equally beneficial and far-reaching ? 
The influence of this revival has not been limited to a single congregation. 
In 1812, the first church had dismissed ninety of its members, most of them, 
subjects of this work of grace, to be formed into new churches. Of the subjects 
of this work, at least, fourteen either in the church with which they at first united, 
or in other churches, have sustained the office of Deacon; one in the County of 
York, two in that of Franklin, one in that of Lineoln and the remaining«Mn in 10% 
that of Cumberland. As to two others who have sustained this office, h m 
believed that the period of this revival was that of their spiritual renovation. 
Of the fourteen that have held official relations to the ehnrch, six are still living; 
who, with about as many others, are all of the subjects of the revival iff 1791, 
that are supposed not to have been called to the rewards of eternity. 

In the renooval of Dea. Mitchell the first church in Norlli Yarmouth has, at 
length, lost the last of its members gathered at that memorable period, the few 
that survive and sustain ecclesiastical relations, being connected with other 
churches. It is fit that the descendants and successors in the church of the 
remarkable generation of believers, the last of whom has now left them, should 
come to a pause, consider and reduce their lives to a system. It is possible %9 
revert even to a work of God's most stupendous grace, with the spirit of the 
Jews, who said : *' The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are 
these.*' To doubt, however, the obligation to consider the works of the Lord, 
and to hold up, for imitation the example of men, eminent in piety and nsefuboM, 
would be a reflection upon krge portions of the Scriptures. K any, espeeially 
of his own beloved flock, shall be excited to *< ask fer the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein" — ^if the snocessors of a remarkable oompaoy 
of Christians, now in Heaven, shall be awakened to such thought, prayer and 
holy living, as shall, in the least, tend to prepare the way for one more eacli 
* blessing, as m former years, God has been graciously pleased to bestow upon the 
place of his labors ; the dengn of the author of the Discourse, m deliveriiig it, 
and in yielding to the request for its publication with these additional stateoMBts 
will have been attained. 
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